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First regional workshop: Testing in Community and in Healthcare Settings. 

Understanding needs and barriers for testing and linkage  

to care for people living with HIV, hepatitis and/or TB  

Poland, 17-18 June 2019 

Venue: HOTEL PUŁAWSKA RESIDENCE, ul. Puławska 361, 02-801 Warszawa 

       

     AGENDA: 

Day 1: Monday, 17 June 2019 

Regional workshop for Integrate JA partners: Testing in community and healthcare settings. 

Understanding needs and barriers for testing and linkage to care for people living with HIV, hepatitis 

and/or TB. 

08:00-08:30 Registration and coffee 

08:30-09:00 Welcome & Opening remarks – 15 min 

Anna Marzec-Bogusławska, Director of the National AIDS Centre 

Dorthe Raben, Centre of Excellence for Health, Immunity and Infections (CHIP/REGIONH), 

Coordinator of INTEGRATE project 

Introduction to the workshop aims and objectives – 15 min 

 

Iwona Wawer, National AIDS Centre, Co-Leader of Work Package 8 (Capacity building) 

Nadia Gasbarrini, Villa Maraini Foundation, Leader of Work Package 8 

09:00-09:30 Theme 1: Introduction to Dublin Declaration and ECDC public health guidance on HIV, 

hepatitis B and C testing in the EU/EEA countries 

Anastasia Pharris, European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)  

09:30-10:30 Theme 2: Overcoming barriers in integrated testing in community settings – the 

European perspective 

 

Overcoming legal, regulatory, practical and financial barriers in integrated testing  

in community settings – 30 min 

Daniel Simões, GAT Portugal  

Integrated community testing for key populations – the Italian experience – 15 min 

Elisabetta Teti, Villa Maraini Foundation 

Discussion – 15 min (moderator: Daniel Simões, GAT Portugal ) 

10:30-11:00 Coffee break 
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11:00-12:30 Theme 3: IC-guided testing in GP and clinical settings   

Indicator condition guided HIV testing in GP and clinical settings – 45 min 

Presentation: Ann Sullivan, Chelsea & Westminster Hospital, United Kingdom 

• What are Indicator Conditions  

• How can this be set-up in hospitals and general practice (Pathway tool) 

• Training for health care staff (online module)  
 

Implementing the Opt TEST project – country examples – 30 min 

Assoc. Prof. Justyna D. Kowalska, Advisory Board INTEGRATE, Poland – 10 min  

Raimonda Matulionyte, Lithuania – 10 min 

Grecu Victor, Romania – 10 min 

Discussion – 15 min (moderator: Ann Sullivan, Chelsea & Westminster Hospital, UK) 

12:30-13:30 Lunch break  

13:30-15:00 Theme 4: Stigma as a barrier for testing and linkage to care and sustainability – focus  

on service provision and staff  

  

Barrie Dwyer, Programme Officer – Education & Training, ESTICOM  

•    Defining stigma  

•    Building awareness of the drivers of stigma and discrimination and helping to create   

      non-judgmental services 

•    Engaging and involving the users of your services   

15:00-15:15 Introduction to the group work 

15:15-15:30 Coffee break 

15:30-17:00 Work in 2 Groups: on developing strategies to address the needs and barriers  

for testing and linkage to care faced by: 

• Health care providers (group moderator Ann Sullivan) 

• Community-based services (group moderator Daniel Simões) 

• Cross cutting issues of Stigma (Barrie Dwyer) 

17:00-17:45 Feedback from Groups to Plenary – 35 min 

Wrap up of day 1 – 10 min 

Anne Raahauge, Centre of Excellence for Health, Immunity and Infections 

(CHIP/REGIONH) 

Iwona Wawer, National AIDS Centre, Co-Leader of Work Package 8  

18:30 Dinner 
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Day 2: Tuesday, 18 June 2019 

National stakeholders meeting: Towards integrated testing in Poland 

09:00-09:20 Summary of Day 1 and introduction to Day 2 

Anne Raahauge, Centre of Excellence for Health, Immunity and Infections 

(CHIP/REGIONH) 

Iwona Wawer, National AIDS Centre, Co-Leader of Work Package 8  

09:20-10:30 Theme 1: Integrated testing and linkage to care in Poland in light of the Dublin 

Declaration data and the latest ECDC public health guidance on HIV, hepatitis B and C 

testing in the EU/EEA countries 

Dublin Declaration data and ECDC public health guidance, Polish context – 20 min 

Anastasia Pharris, ECDC  

Poland - Country situational analysis – 20 min  

Prof. Magdalena Rosińska, National Institute of Public Health  

Discussion –– 30 min (moderator: Dorthe Raben, Centre of Excellence for Health, 

Immunity and Infections (CHIP/REGIONH) 

10:30-11:40 Theme 2: HIV, HCV, HBV and TB in Poland – diagnostics and treatment 

  

Diagnostics and treatment of HIV patients and co-infected with HBV/HCV    

Recommendations of the Polish AIDS Scientific Society (PTN AIDS) – 20 min 

Prof. Miłosz Parczewski, President of the Polish AIDS Scientific Society  

 

Diagnosis and treatment of HIV patients co-infected with TB – 20 min 

Prof. Maria Korzeniewska-Koseła, Institute of Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases  

Discussion – 30 min (moderator: Assoc. Prof. Justyna D. Kowalska, Advisory Board 

INTEGRATE) 

11:40-12:10 Coffee break 

12:10-13:20 Theme 3: Integrated HIV, HBV, HCV testing services  

Needs, opportunities, good practices and barriers for integrated testing in healthcare 

and in community settings in Poland – 20 min 

Dr. Magdalena Ankiersztejn – Bartczak, Foundation for Social Education 

Opportunities and barriers to the integration of data coming from different sources  

and concerning various diseases – 20 min 

Dr. Marta Niedźwiedzka-Stadnik - National Institute of Public Health 

Discussion – 30 min (moderator:  Anastasia Pharris, ECDC) 

13:20-14:20  Lunch break 
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14:20-15:30 Theme 4: Integration of testing services in Poland – legal aspects 

Legal aspects of integrated approach to testing in Poland – 20 min 

Assoc. Prof. Dorota Karkowska, University of Łódź (since 2015), legal advisor, Assistant 

Prof. Collegium Medicum  

Overcoming legal barriers – best practices from Portugal – 20 min 

Daniel Simões, GAT Portugal  

Discussion – 30 min (moderator: Dr. Marta Niedźwiedzka-Stadnik - National Institute  

of Public Health) 

15:30-16:10 Conclusions, development of final consensus on workshop recommendations  

National implementation of ECDC new integrated testing guidelines 

Road map: What are the next steps?  

Moderators: Dr. Magdalena Ankiersztejn – Bartczak, Foundation for Social Education 

Iwona Wawer, National AIDS Centre, Co-Leader of Work Package 8  

16:10-16:30 Wrap up of the meeting and closing remarks 

Iwona Wawer, National AIDS Centre, Co-Leader of Work Package 8  

 


